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LOCAL PLAN MEMBER WORKING GROUP 

 

 
Monday, 19th June, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Loraine Cox (in the Chair), Councillors Melissa Fisher, 

Stewart Eaves and Kath Pratt 
 

Apologies Judith Addison 

  

 
22 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Addison. 
 

23 Declarations of Interest 
 
There was no declaration of interest or dispensation. 
 

24 Minutes of the Last Meeting Held on 17th October 2016 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Local Plan Member Working Group held on 17th 
October 2016 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 

Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 
record. 

 
25 Local Plan Overview 

 
The Principal Planning Officer gave details of the Local Plan documents and pointed out that 
work was continuing on the Development Management DPD.  He explained that the Planning 
Public Inquiry had been held and 49 main modifications had been recommended.  He 
indicated that Council approval would be required for the modifications followed by public 
consultation.  He informed the Working Group that the Inspector’s report was expected in 
approximately 4 months’ time.  He reported that most of the work had been completed and it 
was hoped that the document would be adopted by Full Council in November 2017.       
 
The Principal Planning Officer reported that the Site Allocation DPD would be reviewed 
alongside the Core Strategy and once adopted should guide development in Hyndburn until 
2033.  He explained that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss and review the Site 
Allocation DPD and the future growth options and spatial strategies.  He referred to the 
evidence based work that had been completed to support Site Allocations over the two 
previous years and gave details of the timetable for consultations and the impact of 
legislation and policy. 
 

26 Growth Options and Spatial Options 
 
The Principal Planning Officer explained that the report attached to the agenda provided a 
draft ‘Growth Options and Spatial Options’ document and encouraged Members to 
comment on the Paper with a view to making amendments where necessary.  He explained 
that it was proposed new national policy to have a standard methodology for calculated 
housing needs.  He also referred to a number of proposed sites by way of example (and 
context) of likely land requirements in the Borough.  He indicated that the Growth Options 
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and Spatial Options paper would form a public consultation document later in 2017 but 
would not identify specific sites at this stage and referred to the options as set out.     
 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer reported that the most important aspect of 
the document was the number of housing developed and secondly the distribution of 
housing.     
 
Members submitted the following comments and questions: 
 

 Concern that developments were being built on the periphery of towns with town 
centres already suffering and dying and if this continued people would not want to 
come in to town centres. 

 The document did not consider the needs of older people whose housing 
requirements were likely to change as they got older such as the provision of 
bungalows and apartments close to amenities and located on bus routes. 

 Concern that there was not enough consideration to the provision of extra school 
places for the number of additional housing in the borough. 

 Concern that the provision of health care in the borough was already patchy in both 
GP and hospital provision and that an increase in population with the extra provision 
of housing would not meet needs.  

 That future housing provision for Hyndburn should not just be based on economic 
factors but should also take into account social and health factors which impact on 
the population.   

 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer referred to employment growth options and 
pointed out that East Lancashire already had a surplus of office development but that 
manufacturing was doing well.   
 
Councillor Pratt asked if grants were available to attract businesses into the borough.  The 
Chief Planning and Transportation Officer pointed out that more grants were available for 
improving technology and that grants were less available to areas outside of Enterprise 
Zones.  He also pointed out that Blackburn had opted to develop a higher number of 
housing than it needed and therefore Hyndburn would be sharing this quota rather than 
developing the full amount required.   
 
The Principal Planning Officer reported on the spatial options and referred to table 3 in the 
report which showed the indicative distribution of housing growth under each of the four 
spatial options.  Clarification was provided that the % figures did not relate to existing 
dwellings but the proportion of new dwelling provision in the Borough.  A similar table for 
employment growth was provided followed by maps and summaries of each of the four 
potential approaches.   
 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer advised Members to consider issues such as 
whether it would be possible to have an employment site next to a housing site and pointed 
out that it was a challenge to find appropriate sites.  He suggested that a good supply of 
employment sites was necessary for the borough to provide choice for employers.   
Councillor Fisher asked how people were consulted on proposed new sites and was 
informed that they used a list of known consultees and the media to keep people informed.  
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer indicated that a review was required to 
improve Hyndburn’s strategy for consulting.  The Principal Planning Officer requested that 
Members forward any specific comments/requests relating to consultation methods to him 
and indicated that other methods such as specific mail drops and/or roadshow events may 
be looked at in the context of Site Allocations. 
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The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer referred to the Altham Conservation Area 
Appraisal and pointed out that this appraisal had never been completed and that efforts 
would be made to bring this to a conclusion.  He reported that there were ten conservation 
areas in the borough and that these required regular reviews.   
 
The next meeting was proposed for a date to be confirmed in September 2017. 
 
Agreed - That the comments of the Members be noted. 
 
 
 
 


